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Dear Health Inspector:

Since its founding in 1971, the Portable Sanitation Association International and its members
located in forty countries throughout the world, have worked diligently to improve not only the
environment, but also the sanitary conditions for those using portable restroom facilities.

We have been instrumental in assisting countries, states, counties and communities to adopt (in
many cases by reference) mandatory use of appropriate temporary portable restr: oom facilities when
permanent facilities are e1ther not available or inadequate.

I have enclosed for your review a copy of the Portable Restroom Use Breakdown chart, which
is based on a University of Missouri Study for the proper number of portable restrooms at mass
gatherings / special events. Also enclosed is an estimated breakdown of portable restroom waste
collected in parks and recreation areas (population: 350,000 - 400,000).

There is a very real danger of disease transmissions wherever adequate restrooms are not available.
At this point, the only hope of eliminating the unsanitary conditions that occur in many areas lies
in the hands of responsible local government entities. In spite of the billions of dollars spent every
year on improving the infrastructure, there will always be a need for temporary facilities to provide
the essential services that belong at all large gatherings and in all workplaces.

Inreviewing the needs at special events, authorities such as you must consider the realistic number

of people expected at the event. Number of attendees at any special event should not be based
on the conservative numbers presented by event coordinators. Unfortunately, by not taking into
consideration the health and sanitary needs of those additional attendees, unsanitary conditions
prevail. Inaddition, there is a need to monitor closely the proper mainienance of portable sanitation
facilities provided at these events, Requirements should include plans for adequate and timely
response to any sanitation and/or health related issues.

We request you review the enclosed information and encourage you to adopt the regulations as

provided. If, after your review, we can be of any additional assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact our office.

Sincerely,

D. Millicent Carroll
Industry/Regulatory Standards
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SPECIAL EVENT EXTENDED CHART BREAKDOWN
(No fixed facilities)

Number of Units required when no pumping setvice is provided
50/50 Mix of Men & Women
One unit provides approximately 200 uses with 4 hours between uses

Average Hours At the Event
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Source: Independent Study By Center of Business and Industrial Studies / University of Missouri-St. Louis



ESTIMATED BREAKDOWN OF
PORTABLE RESTROOM WASTE COLLECTED
IN PARKS & RECRFATION ARFAS
(PoPULATION: 350,000 - 400,000)

Since it’s founding in 1971, the Portable Sanitation Association International and its members
have worked diligently to protect our environment and the health, welfare and dignity of those

using portable restroom facilities. The provision of restroom facilities is an essential service to
all people.

Portable restrooms in the park and recreation system of any state, city, county ‘or municipality
cannot be viewed as a non-essential service. There is a very real danger of disease transmissions
wherever adequate restrooms are not provided.

The following historical information was obtained from PSAI member companies providing
portable restroom facilities for the City of Minneapolis.

@ The Park and Recreation Department had as many as 57 portable restrooms and 9 ADA
restrooms on rent in the 1/1/01 — 12/21/01 time frame.
(Records for 2002 were not immediately available).

@ There were 4,459 scheduled servicés on those restrooms during that time. Aservice includes
the pumping of the tank and cleaning.

@ 1t is estimated that each time the restroom was se1v1ced the tank was approx1mately half
full (30-40 gallons).

@ The number of scheduled services multiplied by the average # of gallons collected per service
(4459 x 30 gallons = 133,770 gallons) is equal to the gallons of raw sewage removed from
the park and recreation units over a period of one year. 2001 was a typical year. .

@ 1t was calculated that 133 ,770 gallons translates to over two million users of the portable

restrooms in the city’s park system (133,770 gallons x 128 oz/gal d1v1ded by 8 oz) added
to the tank with each use.

® The restrooms provided were used approximately 2,140,320 times.

This amount of human waste collected over a year and the number of uses provided to the public
should not be considered a non-essential service. '

Source: Portable Sanitation Association International; Phn: 1-800-822-3020 « 952-854-8300
Fax: 952-854-8300 /E-mail: portsan@aol.com
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SAFER * HEALTI—IIEFT-‘PEOPLET“ Hep atitis A and

the Portable Sanitation Association International

The PSAI office received a call on September 11, 2003 from Dr. Lyn Finelli, Director -
Hepatitis Branch for the Center for Disease Control (CDC); Atlanta, Georgia. The CDC’s
concern is the increase of Hepatitis A among attendees at “Jam Band Concerts” (Grateful
Dead, Phish, Dave Matthews Band, etc.).

After reviewing the evaluation reports from state health departments, their studies indicated
a dramatic increase of Hepatitis A within the last 36 months.

The CDC has investigated and their conclusion at this time is: Due to the shortage of sanitation
facilities (portable and fixed) and little to no handwash facilities, is the larger contributing
factor for the Hepatitis A increase. The investigation also indicated that contamination is
not from pre-infected individual transference but from on site infection due to lack of proper
sanitation facilities creating hand-to-mouth contamination on a large scale.

With the decrease in State budgets for social services (free health clinics), a lack of funding
can create an even greater rise in transmission of Hepatitis A.

The CDC’s Hepatitis Branch found no acceptable special event sanitation information,
except the PSAT Breakdown Chart. The CDC’s preliminary calculations are shown to be
in-line with those established by the Association,

Dr. Finelli requested permission to post the PSAI Special Event Extended Breakdown Chart
on their web site. A Notice of Information was sent to Directors’ of Health in each state
and US Territories recommending the chart as the CDC guideline for portable sanitation
facilities required at special events.

The CDC will refer all inquiries for special event portable sanitation guidelines to the
PSAI and Dr. Finelli felt very strongly that, in her opinion, Health Departments would
take a.stronger stand on requiring adequate portable sanitation facilities, based on PSAI
. guidelines. _

Source: Reprint of article in PSALIN ACTION' September/October 2003 newsletter




